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Oliver Stratmann to become Chief Financial 
Officer of LANXESS as of September 1, 2023 
 
Michael Pontzen has asked LANXESS Supervisory Board to 
early terminate his contract  

 
Cologne, August 4, 2023 – The Supervisory Board of specialty 
chemicals company LANXESS agreed in best mutual way to Michael 
Pontzen’s request to early terminate his appointment as Chief 
Financial Officer as of August 31, 2023. From September 1, he will 
pursue a new role as CFO at a company outside of Germany.  
 
The Supervisory Board has appointed Oliver Stratmann as the new 
Chief Financial Officer. He succeeds Michael Pontzen with effect of 
September 1, 2023.  
 
Michael Pontzen has been with LANXESS since 2004. He held 
various management positions within the company’s finance 
organization, prior to being appointed to the Board of Management in 
2015. The Supervisory Board and the entire Board of Management  
thank him for his contribution during his career at LANXESS. “We 
deeply regret Michael Pontzen’s decision to leave the company to 
pursue his professional career outside the Group. We wish him best 
of success in his new role and responsibility and thank him for his 
excellent work” said Dr. Matthias Wolfgruber, Chairman of the 
Supervisory Board of LANXESS. “Michael has been a vital part of our 
leadership team for almost 19 years and I personally thank him for 
his passion and commitment. It has been a pleasure working with him 
throughout all those years”, said Matthias Zachert, CEO of 
LANXESS. 
 
Stratmann started with LANXESS in 2004 and also held different 
management positions in the finance organization, leading the 
Treasury & Investor Relations Department since 2015. In this role, he 
was responsible for structuring the financing of LANXESS largest 
acquisitions, including the first sustainability oriented financing 
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instruments, and for its capital market communications. He joined the 
company from Celanese AG in 2004 as Investor Relations Manager 
and had previously held a position in Celanese’s Controlling 
department. Stratmann has a degree in economics.  
 
“I am convinced that Oliver will serve LANXESS as a team oriented 
strong player in our Board of Management, based on his broad 
capital market experience and financial knowledge”, said Dr. Matthias 
Wolfgruber. CEO Matthias Zachert: “I am very happy that we have a 
strong internal successor in Oliver and would like to welcome him on 
the Board of Management. The chemical industry is facing extreme 
challenges - so it’s good that we have an experienced colleague 
joining the Board who knows the markets and the company extremely 
well. I wish him a successful start”. 
 
 
LANXESS is a leading specialty chemicals company with sales of EUR 8.1 billion in 
2022. The company currently has about 13,100 employees in 32 countries. The core 
business of LANXESS is the development, manufacturing and marketing of chemical 
intermediates, additives and consumer protection products. LANXESS is listed in the 
leading sustainability indices Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI World and Europe) 
and FTSE4Good. 
 
 
Forward-Looking Statements 
This company release contains certain forward-looking statements, including 
assumptions, opinions, expectations and views of the company or cited from third-party 
sources. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could cause 
the actual results, financial position, development or performance of LANXESS AG to 
differ materially from the estimations expressed or implied herein. LANXESS AG does 
not guarantee that the assumptions underlying such forward-looking statements are free 
from errors, nor does it accept any responsibility for the future accuracy of the opinions 
expressed in this presentation or the actual occurrence of the forecast developments. No 
representation or warranty (expressed or implied) is made as to, and no reliance should 
be placed on, any information, estimates, targets and opinions contained herein, and no 
liability whatsoever is accepted as to any errors, omissions or misstatements contained 
herein, and accordingly, no representative of LANXESS AG or any of its affiliated 
companies or any of such person’s officers, directors or employees accepts any liability 
whatsoever arising directly or indirectly from the use of this document. 
 
 
Information for editors:  
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All LANXESS news releases and their accompanying photos can be found at 
http://press.lanxess.com. Recent photos of the Board of Management and other 
LANXESS image material are available at http://photos.lanxess.de. 
 
You can find further information concerning LANXESS chemistry at 
http://lanxess.com/en/Media/Stories 
 
Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn and YouTube: 
http://www.twitter.com/LANXESS 
http://www.facebook.com/LANXESS 
http://www.linkedin.com/company/lanxess 
http://www.youtube.com/lanxess 
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